Digit-assisted thoracoscopic surgery for mediastinal tumors: a novel technique.
Digit-assisted thoracoscopic surgery (DATS) is a novel, minimally invasive approach for achieving a superior mediastinal mass, by allowing the surgeon's finger to pass into the superior mediastinum through a suprasternal route. In this study a DATS procedure for a bronchogenic cyst in the superior mediastinum was performed. The procedure worked well for dissecting the tissue around the mass, and thus reduced the effort required to perform the operation. In the current study DATS was found to be superior to the standard technique.